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Sustainable
BC

A vision for our
province
dedicated to the
principles of
sustainability
which secures for
present
and future
generations
the benefits
of a healthy
environment and
a decent, just and
sustainable
society.

12 Principles of Sustainable BC

Social equity: Every British Columbian has a right to
clean air and water, healthful food, adequate shelter, quality
education and health care, safe surroundings, a sustainable live-
lihood and active participation in the economy.

Democracy and due process: Al citizens have
a right to access to full and accurate information concerning all
elements of public policy, meaningful opportunities to participate
in decisions that affect them and entitlement to fair treatment by
the judicial system.

Protection for the

‘commons’: The §
‘commons’ must be held and ©
managed in the public inter- |
est. The shared public trusts |
are water, air, fish and wild-
life, our parks and protected
areas, cultural and intellectual
assets and amenities such as
health care, education, public
utilities and infrastructure.

Resilience: Diversity
needs to be fostered in &
communities and in eco-
nomic, social and infrastruc-
ture systems in order to lessen vulnerability to risk, uncer-
tainty and surprise, to maintain flexibility, to aid adaptation
in the face of adversity and to facilitate future innovation.
and infrastructure.
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“Do we have the
capacity as
leaders to make
choices that will
enable our fight
against
climate change?
Are we committed to
finding solutions and
supporting legislation
that focuses on
sustainability
every single time?”

Lana Popham MLA
Opposition critic for
Agriculture
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12 Principles of Sustainable BC

Food security: Increased local and provincial food self-
sufficiency is essential. We must protect the agricultural land
base, promote environmentally sustainable farm practices and
support economic viability for food producers.

Resource conser-

vation: The principles of
‘reduce, reuse, and recycle’
must govern the use of all
materials and energy. Re-
newable resource use should
be less than the rate of re-
plenishment, while non-
renewable resource use
must be decreased in order
to conserve and share equi-
tably with future genera-
tions.

Precautionary Eternal Fountain, North Island

principle: Given the
best available information, where there is no scientific consensus
on risks that specific actions or policies might pose to human
health or the environment, decisions must err on the side of cau-
tion. Lack of scientific certainty should not be used as a reason
to delay action to prevent harm, where a threat to health or the
environment exists.

Full cost economics: The true cost of environ-
mental, social and economic impacts must be fully reflected in
the price of all goods and services in order to discourage pollu-
tion and resource waste, encourage innovation, encourage so-
cially and environmentally responsible behaviour and true pro-
gress toward sustainability.
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12 Principles of Sustainable BC

Ecosystem protection: The environment must be
protected from pollution or other degradation of air, water or soil
exceeding that which can be safely absorbed or renewed by na-
ture.

Sustainable
BC

“If we don’t have
healthy ecosystems,
if we don’t deal with

the natural deficits

that we have in
ecosystems, we are in
serious trouble,
and that underpins
everything else we
do.”

Quadra Island Beach Clean-Up

Bob Simpson Biodiversity: Pprotection of diversity of plant and animal
MLA for Cariboo species is essential if ecosystems are to thrive and maintain the
North resilience necessary for adaptation and survival.

Adaptive management: in order to achieve sus-
tainable objectives, the use of best available practices and tech-
nologies needs to occur within a culture of continuous learning,
adequate monitoring and a commitment to modify strategic di-
rections.

Just transition: Mechanisms must be in place to man-
age the transition toward Sustainable BC so that everyone takes
responsibility and no one bears an unfair share of the burden of
change.
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“Now is the
opportunity to
embrace the values

that are true for

many British
Columbians, values
which reflect our
public trust for our
public resources,
values that respect
an equitable society,
values which reflect
an ongoing
commitment to the
environment, and
values that reflect a
strengthening of our
democratic system.”

Claire Trevena
MLA for North Island
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Characteristics of Sustainable BC

Environmental stewardship through public, cor-
porate and personal actions to restore and maintain ecosystem
health, reduce human impact on our planet’s life support sys-
tems and preserve the diversity of plant and animal species.

A diversified economy that operates within the en-
vironmental carrying capacity, that serves the needs and aspira-
tions of people and local communities and that contributes to
genuine socio-economic progress for the province as a whole.

Equity in sharing the wealth of the Province
fairly amongst all British Columbians through principles of justice
and compassion and the recognition that what we leave to future
generations is a sacred trust and the best measure of who we
are.

Individual and community well-being
that results from all of the above and that is built on mutual re-
spect and co-operation, economic, social and political democracy
and shared enjoyment of natural, constructed, creative and spiri-
tual elements of our common heritage
and sense of place.

To learn more contact:

Claire Trevena MLA

North Island

PHONE: 1 866 387 5100

EMAIL: Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca
MAIL: 908 Island Hwy Campbell River
VOW 2C3

WEBSITE: www.clairetrevena.ca




